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Femoral-Tibial Angle measurement description
The measurement of FTA involves the defi nition of the femoral axis 
using a coordinate system based on the shape of the femoral con-
dyles that is defi ned as part of the location specifi c joint space width 
measurement. The femoral axis is defi ned to be perpendicular to the 
line tangent to the base of the femoral condyles. FTA is defi ned as the 
inclusion angle between the femoral axis and tibial axis, which was 
centred along the shaft of the tibia originating at a point 10 cm distal 
to the tibial plateau. 
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Participants selection fl ow chart
KL: Kellgren/Lawrence grade
JSW: joint space width
FTA: femoro-tibial angle
OAI: Osteoarthritis Initiative

Eligible OAI participants
n = 4,796 (9,592 knees)

Included in the study
n = 1,961 (3,075 knees)

Excluded (n = 2,835 (6,517 knees)):
– missing KL or KL = 0 or 4, 1,618 (4,405 knees)
– missing baseline JSW, 911 (1,662)
– missing baseline FTA, 102 (127 knees)
– missing baseline strength, 60 (87 knees)
– missing follow-up JSW, 144 (236 knees)




