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ON FRACTURES OF THE FEMUR IN CONNEXION 
WITH DELIVERY 

SUMMARY1) 

The author reviews the cases of fracture in conlzexion with 
delivery occurred at the Women’s Hospital in Lund during the 
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l) To be published in full in the ACTA OBSTETRICIA ET GYNE- 
COLOGICA SCANDINAVICA, 1935. 
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years 1900-1933. During this period, 16 cases of fracture of 
the femur were registered. Of these, 3 died in seqiience of the 
delivery ; the remaining 13 cases are  examined. 

1.-The reposition is  always difficult. I n  ~iiaiiy cases, the 
fracture had to be left to heal in a position anatoniically more 
or less unnatisfactnry. In all cases. osseous healing set in within 

short time, however ; ant1 the rnalposition \j-ils (luring the nest  
few months corrected by spontaneous remotlellin~:, iintil ii siitiy- 
factory position wan obtaiiied. In no case did any tronhle arise 
during tlie age of growth ; the children learnetl to  1vaIk within 
the usual time. The result as regaids p r i i m r y  hrcc l i r r ! /  \vns thus 
good. 

2.-Examination of the Zntc rcsirlta in the G oltlest patients, 
now in ages rangeing from 9 to 20 years, has rhon-11 that  in  one 
case there still reniaineil a distinct cnrving of the feiiiiw a t  the 
point of the old fracture, while, in tlie five otliw, Iiardly it 
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trace of the fracture could be observed in the roentgenograms. 
Iu several of the cases they? were, however, in  other respects, 
changes still to be noticed, such as shortening and subjective 
troubles. These, though certainly slight, cannot be dismissed a s  
altogether negligilsle. 

3.-The best treatnieiit has been found to be extension in  
portable plaster-of-Paris bed (Scliunz, 192s). The reduction 
should be completely carried out, preferably in the course of the 

Fig.  3.  

first few days, but a t  ans  la te  withiii a week of the fracture’s 
occurring. Otherwise it will be more clifiicult, owing to the early 
forniatioii of callus. 


