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ACTION GROUP 

The working group agreed a simple co-ordinating 
structure, trying to ensure it should not be bureaucrat­
ic, that it should provide support to local initiatives, 
and be fully representative of different geographical 
regions and disciplines. There should be two levels: 

1. A Steering Group of 5 or 6 members appointed 
until the launch of the Decade in 1999. 

2. A Board comprising one representative from all 
organisations and journals which join the campaign. 
They will be asked to promote national and regional 
activities. 

Endorsement 

The Steering Group should seek endorsement of the 
Decade by the United Nations by mid 1999, to add 
significant weight to the campaign, and try to gain ac­
tive support and endorsement from key governments 
around the world. Such plans should be agreed upon 
by the end of June 1998. 

DECLARATION OF INTENT 

Musculoskeletal conditions are crippling diseases that 
are the most common causes of severe long-term pain 
and physical disability, affecting hundreds of millions 
of people across the world. The extent of human suf­
fering is expected to worsen as people live longer and 
the number of accidents increases. Resulting health 
problems will cause significant economic burden, es-
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All those attending the Consensus Meeting were 
asked to sign a 'Declaration of Intent' to be published 
with a press release. 

Participation 

Maintaining momentum after the Consensus Meeting 
is vital, and new ideas suggested by organisations not 
present at the Consensus Meeting should be incorpo­
rated. 

Organisations should indicate their support and 
membership by November 1998, before a full meet­
ing of the Board in Spring 1999. 

Funding 

Funding should be sought to support the Steering 
Group meetings, a secretariat, data handling and pub­
licity, electronic communications and an information­
clearing house. The estimate budget for the first year 
alone is US$ 350,000. 

calating the amount of money governments will need 
to spend and potentially denying patients the right to 
necessary treatments and rehabilitation. 

We, the under signed, propose that 2000-2010 be 
designated the Decade committed to improving quali­
ty of life to people with bone and joint disease and 
injuries throughout the world. 
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